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1 Despite her friends' concerns, she couldn't resist the allure of her latest of collecting antique
teacups from around the world.
(A) obsession (B) omission (©) depression (D) representation
2 His ___ decision to quit his job without having another one lined up left him in a financially difficult
situation.
(A) deliberate (B) impetuous (©) cautious (D) discerning
3 Mr. Johnson’s company exports a variety of women’s , especially casual clothing by native
designers.
(A) apparel (B) device (€) upshot (D) cosmetics
4 The team made plans for the project, knowing that adjustments might be necessary as they
gathered more information and feedback.
(A) lasting B infinite (©) tentative (D) forceful
5 The stock market often serves as a of economic confidence, reflecting the highs and lows of
investors' sentiment.
A veil (B) barometer (© borderline (D) building
6 The notorious supervisor always __ the employers for labor and resources.
(A) exploded (B) exploited (€) explored (D) exposed
7 After the heavy rainfall, the streets were so flooded that cars appeared to beneath the water,
creating a surreal underwater scene.
(A) emerge (B) submerge (©) converge (D) merge
8 Jerry became embarrassed when his mother __ him how he got the black eye.
(A) glorified (B) required (©) gratified (D) inquired
9 Atfter all his friends found out that Daren had been telling lies all the time, none of them started to believe
him
(A) albeit (B) henceforth (© notwithstanding (D) beforehand
10 The speaker highlighted the most points of the presentation to keep the audience engaged.
(A) petty B) trivial (©) salient (D) hollow
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In Africa, elephant poaching and demand for ivory are prevalent. This drives the mammal toward _ 11
The large ivory tusks on either side of their face—used for foraging for food and water—have long been
desired by people. The ivory trade is driven by consumer demand for products made from tusks and
supplied by a _ 12  international network of traffickers. Poachers kill this iconic species for its ivory
tusks, which are then sold and made into anything from jewelry and crafts to musical instruments to religious
objects. At current poaching rates, populations may disappear in the wild within our lifetime.

Elephant gestation and reproduction is a slow process. They have longer _ 13  than almost any other
mammal. Calves are carried for about 22 months, with cows usually bearing only one calf every three to six
years. Their regeneration rate averages 5 to 6 percent annually, _ 14  the 8 to 9 percent poaching rates,
resulting in a net loss in population numbers. We face a very real threat if poaching continues _ 15 . That
means humans will lose this precious species forever.

11 (&) distinction (B) extinction (C) extension (D) exhibition

12 (A) sophisticated (B) passionate (© superstitious (D) compatible
13 (4) indignance (B puberty (© pregnancies (D) frequencies
14 () associated with (B) compared to (€) excluded from (D) mixed with

15 () unattached (B) unabated ©) unlisted (D) undermined
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The term, ESG, which stands for environmental, social, and corporate governance, first appeared in a
report in the United Nations Global Compact signed in 2004. It is an analytical framework that serves as a
guideline for stakeholders to comprehend the ways in which corporate organizations handle risks and
opportunities concerning "environmental, social and corporate governance.” It is considered as a criterion that
market investors should abide by in order to assess whether enterprises or company operations have been on
the right track. Listing the essential tasks needed to be implemented in order to fulfill the goals of sustainability,
ESG is the principle of practicing CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility). As initiated in 1999 by the United
Nations, CSR denotes the concept of sustainability in a more encompassing manner. Moving into 2015, the
United Nations made more concrete and detailed measures by proposing and setting the 17 goals of sustainable
development(SDGs) that should be achieved by the year 2030.

The first aspect of ESG entails environmental protection which informs companies of heeding to the
environmental sustainability issues to decrease damage to the environment. The companies should be
responsible for tackling matters related to climate change as well as other environmental and ecological issues.
Such kinds of things could include reducing carbon emission, dealing with sewage management, and
instigating environmental pollution prevention and control, etc. The second respect of ESG contains social
responsibility that requires companies to accomplish their social responsibilities by putting on their social
performances. These comprise paying special attention to employees’ wages and benefits, the working
environment, and schemes to give back to society and communities. As for the last part of ESG, corporate
governance, it is referred to the operational performance of a company to sustain the company's own reputation
and development, including business ethics, shareholder rights, information transparency, and risk management,
etc. Nowadays not only the concept of sustainability but also its governing principles and practices have
become prevalent among governmental and cooperate organizations. Its significance is without dispute and
requires dedications from governments and societies alike.

16 What kind of writing does this passage fall into?

(A) Argumentation. (B) Description. (© Comparison. (D) Process.
17 What is mainly discussed in the first paragraph of this passage?
(A) The substitution of SDGs. B The replacement of ESG by CSR.
(© The explication of ESG. (D) The implementation of ESG practices.

18 According to the passage, who might find ESG mostly useful?
(A) Students in the disciplines of the humanities.
(B) Retired people who work as community volunteers.
(C) Soldiers who are defending the country.
(D) Management teams in an enterprise.
19 Which of the following is closest in meaning to the word "encompassing" in the passage?

(A) Widespread. (B) Confined. (© Localized. (D) Isolated.
20 According to the passage, what is the author's attitude toward ESG?
(A) Critical. (B) Dubious. ©) Positive (D) Indifferent.
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